Working memory in the Ts65Dn mouse, a model for Down syndrome.
This study used a matching-to-position schedule of reinforcement to examine working memory in Ts65Dn and littermate control mice. Initially there appeared to be a memory deficit in the Ts65Dn mice, which disappeared with extended practice. Thus, what appeared as a memory deficit may actually be the result of a delay in learning the concept of matching. These results suggest that delayed learning may be an important factor in other procedures examining working memory in Ts65Dn mice and have important implications for clinical treatment of Down syndrome patients.